
CONFERENCE
NEWSLETTER

Thank you!

August 2026

Contents

02 Celebrating the
Conference

07 Poster 
Winners

Acknowledgements

04 Highlights from 
Social Media

Conference
Resources

Save the date

10

11

12

Bringing together over 590 clinical research staff
from across the UK and Ireland, this year's
conference celebrated collaboration, innovation
and excellence across our network and clinical
research infrastructure.

In this newsletter, you'll find reflections from
speakers, poster award winners, a look back at
some of our favourite moments, and links to
conference resources.



The recent UKCRF Conference hosted by the Irish CRFs included the title
Two Islands, Many Voices, UK and Ireland Clinical Research Facility
Annual Conference 2026. I am confident that over the two days, many
voices were heard. The conference covered a wide range of topics from
Advanced Therapies, Critical Care, Medical Devices, Smart Wearables,
Biomarkers and the future of regulation. The topics knitted very well
together to provide a comprehensive overview of the clinical research
landscape. Insights from all the sessions were instrumental in integrating
critical messages across the two days.

We are also receiving feedback that great fun was had at the same time –
always a bonus.
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Celebrating the Success of the UK 
& Ireland CRF Conference:
Reflections from Professor Martina Hennessy 
Director at Wellcome HRB Clinical Research Facility 
at St James’s Hospital, Dublin.



I want to express my sincere gratitude to our excellent hosts from across
Ireland and Northern Ireland.

Our MC for the two days, Professor Martina Hennessy, led the way, and I
am thankful as always to my colleagues on the SMT, Jeremy Towns and
Sophie Black, along with a large cast, for their organisation, and to Lucy
Sanger as our representative in the Hall.

The event provided a first-rate opportunity to network with colleagues
from the CRFs of the UK and Ireland. More importantly, it showcased:

The tremendous journey of our CRFs over the past 12 months,
particularly as part of the NIHR Industry Hub and the speed and
efficiency in new trial facilitation (thanks to Tanya Turgoose);

The remarkable journey of the Irish CRFs collectively and the high
quality and impact of the case studies presented;

The collegiate, collaborative, and enjoyable nature of this Network.

Thank you to everyone for bringing the sunshine and making it a fantastic
two days.
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Reflections from Paul Brown UKCRF Network Director & 
Deputy Director of Research & Innovation at
Lancashire Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
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Highlights from Social Media

It's always rewarding to see the impact of the conference reflected in delegates' own
words. This year, we've received many positive comments, reflections, and photos
shared across LinkedIn and X, showcasing what our delegates felt were the biggest
successes of the UK & Ireland CRF Conference.

Below, we've highlighted just a selection of the wonderful feedback shared by
attendees, speakers and organisors. 

If you'd like to see more, simply search #CRFConf26 on LinkedIn or X
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Check out more posts
on social media by
searching #CRFConf26
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Posters
Thank you to everyone who

submitted a poster for this years
Conference

We had 7 catagories for posters
this year, as well as judging the
best overall poster submission.

Our winners are:
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2026 Poster Winners!
The annual conference poster competition continues to showcase outstanding work
taking place across clinical research facilities throughout the UK and Ireland.

Thank you to everyone who submitted a poster for this year's conference.

This year, a panel of judges carefully reviewed all entries and selected winners in five
categories: Outstanding Leadership, Collaborative Research, Science, Technology &
Data, Breaking Down the Barriers, and Innovation & Impact, before choosing an
overall winner from the category champions.

We are delighted to celebrate this year's winners and recognise the exceptional
contributions they make to clinical research. 

Poster 1.15
Bite-Sized, High Impact: A
Microlearning Model for Clinical &
Research Workforce Development
in Early Phase Trials

Overall Winner & Winner for
Outstanding Leadership

Congratulations to Authors:
Dr Fellisha Marwein, Arun
Vamadevan, Dr Gregory Schey, 
Dr Robert Downey, Anwar
Mundakundil, Rebecca Lyon,
Yathish Balachander, Prof Lauren
Walker and Prof Richard Fitzgerald
from NIHR CRF: Liverpool

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NnB0L1UydRJ1rtHOLfsjaXTgaHQLOv7G/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NnB0L1UydRJ1rtHOLfsjaXTgaHQLOv7G/view?usp=sharing
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Winner for Science,
Technology & Data

Winner for Collaborative
Research

Poster 3.07
Developing 3D-printed tablets for
children

Congratulations to Authors:
Andrea Gill, Dan Hawcutt,
Bambang Very Enthusias Brilliance
Abdillah Akbar, Mohamed A Alhnan,
Jonathon Davies, Stephen Tomlin,
Kate Houghton, Michael Bowes,
Paul Sanderson, Louise Bracken
from NIHR CRF: Alder Hey

Poster 2.24
CRISTAL-APC: A Multi-institutional
Collaboration Targeting Non-Cancer
Cell Signalling To Boost Activity in
Pancreatic Cancer

Congratulations to Authors:
Erika Muhi, Bristi Basu, Emma
Parico from NIHR CRF: Cambridge

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ztzrvyJd_Y2a0RFak-tTFXegBB0voxxL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ztzrvyJd_Y2a0RFak-tTFXegBB0voxxL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14ZiuMM5sRyue8iermJHWNFhMEGmAfXSi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14ZiuMM5sRyue8iermJHWNFhMEGmAfXSi/view?usp=sharing


09/12

Winner for Breaking Down
the Barriers

Winner for Innovation &
Impact

Poster 5.39
Using Generative AI to Accelerate
Source Data Prompt Document
Creation

Poster 4.16
From Exclusion to Engagement:
Facilitating participation of
individuals with cocaine use
disorder in Clinical Research

Congratulations to Author:
James Stephens from NIHR CRF:
Manchester

Congratulations to Authors:
Karen Ersche, Areti Bermperi, Carla
Ribeiro, Sherly Xavier, Evgenia
Kourampa, Andrea Sabbatini, Aksa
Joy, Sharon Baker and Anne Elmer
from NIHR CRF: Cambridge

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13J1PQ053jlIutqwTcjOCVYB_jFx3_Ukb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13J1PQ053jlIutqwTcjOCVYB_jFx3_Ukb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EHr3wBCZ8tXK8w84zfi15ON5q_dp1UaR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EHr3wBCZ8tXK8w84zfi15ON5q_dp1UaR/view?usp=sharing


Follow the arrows below to conference resources on the UKCRF Network
Portal

Conference Resources

Posters

Presentations

Photos

These folders are open to all delegates and Network members until the
30/09/2026.

After this date, to gain access to all of our Conference resources, you 
will need to request access to the UKCRF Network Portal.

NHS/HSE research staff across the infrastructure can request access.

A decade of Conference resources!
Training materials and guides
Study intensity tool
Laboratory tools
Job descriptions 

       and more

Click Here For More Information!
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P O R T A L

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1oeFpqYFpUVT3JNCJ3m1JQwlDS163ZxxH?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1oeFpqYFpUVT3JNCJ3m1JQwlDS163ZxxH?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RVSZSpVTaeK6e9F3s7u3N4VPbHm_5cmi?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RVSZSpVTaeK6e9F3s7u3N4VPbHm_5cmi?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1bTRopACXI6-zqBUMspTky8-DJp7cduJf?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1bTRopACXI6-zqBUMspTky8-DJp7cduJf?usp=sharing
https://www.ukcrfnetwork.co.uk/ukcrfn-portal/
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Theme: The Life Cycle
Date: 8-9 July 2027
Venue: LEX Liverpool
Co-hosts: The North-West CRF Alliance - Alder Hey, Lancashire, Liverpool and
Manchester.

Registration prices and information on advance payment are now available on
the conference website.

Get involved in Conference 2027
Interested in leading a parallel session or presenting at Conference 2027?
Expressions of interest will open in late autumn 2026, with colleagues invited to
propose topics and share their expertise.

UKCRF Network Conference 2027

https://www.ukcrfnetwork.co.uk/events/conference-2027/


A huge thank you to our colleagues across Ireland and Northern Ireland
who helped plan and host this year’s conference. 

Wellcome HRB CRF at St James’s Hospital, Dublin
Northern Ireland CRF
RCSI CRC, RCSI University of Medicine and Health Sciences
UCD CRC, Dublin
HRB CRF at University Hospital Galway/UoG
HRB CRF at Cork University Hospital
HRB CRC at Children’s Health Ireland
University of Limerick Clinical Research Support Unit.
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Acknowledgements

Thank you also to our sponsors:

National Institute for Health and Care Research
Novartis Ireland
Nclusiv
Ortner Cleanroom Technology
Qualio
ATTC Network
Department of Health, Ireland
EDGE
HRB Diabetes Collaborative Clinical Trial Network
Icon Clinical Research Ltd
IQVIA Laboratories
The Institute for Clinical Trials, University of Galway

Thank you to all our plenary and parallel
session speakers, our venue Trinity Business
School at Trinity College Dublin, our
photographer Renata Guimarães, and the
event management company Conference
Partners International (pictured right).

https://www.nihr.ac.uk/
https://www.novartis.com/ie-en/
https://nclusiv.co.uk/
https://ortner-group.com/en/
https://www.qualio.com/
https://ct.catapult.org.uk/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-health/
https://edgeclinical.com/
https://diabetestrialsctn.ie/
https://www.iconplc.com/
https://labs.iqvia.com/
https://www.universityofgalway.ie/instituteforclinicaltrials/
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