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Celebrating the Success of the Joint NIHR
BRC & UKCRF Network Conference 2025

We are delighted to reflect on the huge success of this years’ Conference, held
on the 14th and 15th July in Birmingham and jointly hosted by NIHR
Birmingham Biomedical Research Centre (BRC), NIHR Birmingham Clinical
Research Facility (CRF) and the UKCRF Network.

This landmark event marked the first-ever joint conference between BRCs and
CRFs, bringing together over 900 delegates from across the United Kingdom
and Ireland — a true collaboration on a national scale.

Victoria Day, Head of NIHR Birmingham BRC, said:

“It’s been brilliant to have BRCs involved in the conference
this year. We are an enormous, extensive research
community, and we must work together.

By doing so, we have the potential to drive and shape
experimental research that benefits all patients.”
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Jo Gray, Clinical Manager, NIHR Birmingham CRF and
UKCRF Network Work Package Lead said:

The conference featured a dynamic programme of
“plenary speakers including global pharma and NIHR
leads, delivering on a variety of topics from women’s
health to anti racism topics.

Break out sessions were also led by staff representing
BRCs, CRFs, CRDCs as well as other infrastructures,
offering a broad range of interactive sessions.

The conference has been completely inspiring. We’ve had
SO many interesting sessions delivered by staff from a
range of organisations, bringing a whole new dimension to
our annual conference.”

The parallel sessions offered interactive, diverse, and engaging content
providing an excellent learning environment and reinforcing the importance of
ongoing professional development across the research delivery workforce.
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Reflections from UKCRF Network Director,
Paul Brown

“I’d like to put on record my sincere thanks to the
Birmingham Conference planning team and Sophie and
Lucy in our own operations team, for the huge effort that
went into another magnificent UKCRF Network Conference.

As a veteran of all 20+ to date, | honestly feel this one reached a high-water
mark for collaboration across UK and Ireland and NIHR infrastructure, not
just with our co-hosts the BRCs, but also other NIHR networks. This was
especially apparent in some of the day 2 parallel sessions - these really ae
proving to be an excellent learning environment for our delivery staff.

What is always the best and most significant aspect of these events though,
is the chance to network and catch-up with friends and colleagues. I’'m sure
I’m not alone in saying the organisation, space and environment allowed for
literally dozens of great conversations over the 2 days and Birmingham
both as a team and a city, proved warm and welcoming hosts.

Many thanks to all who attended and don’t forget to provide feedback as
this will really help shape the future.”
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Highlights from Social Media

We’ve been thrilled to see delegates take to social media to share their
experiences at the NIHR BRC & UKCRF Network conference, using hashtag

#CRBRC25

From insightful takeaways to heartfelt shout-outs and photos capturing
the energy of the event, your posts have shown just how impactful these

two days were.

Here are just a few of the highlights shared by attendees...




Check out more
posts on social

media by searching
#CRFBRC25
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2025 Poster Winners!

This year’s Conference saw an incredible amount of poster submissions,
with 250 received.

The posters showcased a diverse range of topics, from innovative ways of
working to breaking down barriers.

A huge congratulations to all our winners, and a heartfelt thank you to
everyone who submitted a poster. Your work continues to inspire and drive
forward the future of clinical research.

Explore the Conference resources on our portal to see all posters
submitted.

Winner for
Outstanding Leadership

Poster 9:

Clinical Research Career
Conversations: Launching a
podcast to inspire the current
and future clinical research
workforce

Congratulations to:

Jo Merrifield, Marie Leslie and
Alic Thomson from Edinburgh
CRF
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iHi79uhImt0I9igkDUpRmqMphXV1KEWh/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/a/nihr.ac.uk/ukcrfn/conference/2025

Winner for
Breaking Down the
Barriers

Poster 10:

Community Engagement:
Joining forces with schools to
make research fun!

Congratulations to:

Cat Harvey, Pratik Solanki and
Ade Shopade from NIHR King’s
CRF

Winner for
Innovation and Impact

Poster 40:

Quality e-Co-systems:
Streamlining compliance and
oversight through a centralised
eQMS

Congratulations to:

Yousaf A, Dhanaratne M and
Prempeh B from NIHR
University College London
Hospitals CRF



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z0oLRHQO5e9V6qRf7EWqtpuo-HA70fLD/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1auAbs1-jLTYVTdS_X51HNqIOPvAghDik/view?usp=sharing

Winner for
Collaborative Leadership

Poster 63:

Collaborative Delivery of
Diverse NIHR Portfolio Trials at
UCLH CRF

Congratulations to:

Shuk Wa Lau, Rajeshree
Khengar and Marivic Ricamara
from University College London
Hospitals CRF

Winner for
Science, Technology and
Data

Poster 130:

Integrating Source Data
Worksheets Into Epic:
Enhancing data collection and
workflow in oncology clinical
trials

Congratulations to:

Frances Doyle, Fiona Eastwood,
Hitham Falahi Rajesh Bhatti,
Angela Little and Rachel Turner
from NIHR The Royal Marsden
CRF



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UurVzADFH1EIqBtbLLfjwSYXBjYl7R39/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_NDiEPeSanCvgNcRTvWthW_ALiHOI7G9/view?usp=drive_link

Conference Resources

Follow the arrows below to conference resources on the UKCRF
Network Portal

Presentations

Photos

These folders are open to all delegates and Network members until
the 30/09/2025.

After this date, to gain access to all of our Conference resources, you
will need to request access to the UKCRF Network Portal.

NHS/HSE research staff across the infrastructure can request access.

» A decade of Conference resources!
e Training materials and guides
e Study intensity tool
e Laboratory tools
e Job descriptions
and more

Click Here For More Information!



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/16xvXKLdZPr4ryMKRBhEPjYPa0ZLZX3eh?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/16xvXKLdZPr4ryMKRBhEPjYPa0ZLZX3eh?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1U_NAsvQ-mxB9RtLCZgoeNLcyRnBytkI3?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1U_NAsvQ-mxB9RtLCZgoeNLcyRnBytkI3?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/a/nihr.ac.uk/ukcrfn/conference/2025/2025-photographs
https://sites.google.com/a/nihr.ac.uk/ukcrfn/conference/2025/2025-photographs
https://www.ukcrfnetwork.co.uk/ukcrfn-portal/

Congratulations to Ireland for winning the bid to hold the next
UKCRF Network Conference.

CRFs from across Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland
will work together to host in Dublin, July 2026.

We hope to see you there!
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